
Hidden Dangers:
 Water Safety in 
Germany
Preventing drowning in public spaces, open water reservoirs, and local 

swimming pools.

IMGH WATER SAFETY GENERAL ADVISORY

Indisch-Muslimische Gemeinde Hamburg e.V. 
General Advisory  and Information 



German Drowning Statistics
An evidence-based overview of recent water-related incident statistics across Federal 

States.



Incident Breakdown

Note: Figures based on validated national registry data. Regional water profiles dictate typical risks.

Drowning Incidents by German State IMGH e.V.
Indisch-Muslimische Gemeinde Hamburg e.V

North Rhine-Westphalia

Lower Saxony (Niedersachsen)

Baden-Württemberg

Hamburg (Local Region)



Risk Assessment Matrix

Drowning Hazards by Water Type IMGH e.V.
Indisch-Muslimische Gemeinde Hamburg e.V



Yearly Trend Analysis

Seasonal Drowning Trends (2024) IMGH e.V.
Indisch-Muslimische Gemeinde Hamburg e.V

Season Month Incidents Environmental Indicators

Winter Jan / Feb 3 - 4 Risk limited to cracking lake ice.

Spring Mar / Apr 7 - 12
Early unsupervised outdoor waterside 
activity.

Early Summer May / Jun 20 - 35
Water remains cold. High risk of 
physical shock.

Mid Summer July 42
Peak leisure season; high activity 
levels.

Late Summer August 28 Drop due to increased public alerts.



Regional Environment Hazards

Understanding German Water Hazards IMGH e.V.
Indisch-Muslimische Gemeinde Hamburg e.V

Rivers & Streams
Strong Undercurrents: Hidden eddies near locks, bridges, and ports. Rapid 

cooling near glacier-fed streams. Danger of floating debris and sudden 

barge wakes.

Lakes & Ocean Shores
Thermoclines: Seemingly warm top layers with dangerously cold 

undercurrents. Sandbars can shift unexpectedly. Heavy algae blooms 

present severe entanglement risks.



Fundamental Prevention Rules

Core Guidelines for Swimmers IMGH e.V.
Indisch-Muslimische Gemeinde Hamburg e.V

Essential Do's

Critical Don'ts

Swim Supervised: Limit bathing to areas with active lifeguards.

Acclimate First: Slowly splash cold water on your chest before 

entry.

Active Buddies: Never enter any open water source alone.

No Alcohol: Avoid any substance that slows your reflexes.

Avoid Storms: Lightning and rough waves present fatal hazards.

Avoid Inflatable Toys: Do not rely on floats in strong currents.



Hamburg River Guide

The Perils of Elbe Beach

Dangerous Vessel Waves
The Elbe is a busy international shipping highway. Huge incoming container 

vessels displace massive amounts of water.

1. Sinking Tide: As ships approach, the beach water level drops rapidly, 

pulling curious swimmers deep into the river bed.

2. Sudden Surge: Moments later, a massive surge wave returns, washing 

children away in seconds. Keep a safe distance!



Vulnerable Populations

Active Supervised Child Safety IMGH e.V.
Indisch-Muslimische Gemeinde Hamburg e.V

Constant Eye Contact: Never look away to read or use your 

phone while kids are in water.

Touch Supervision: Stay within arm's reach of infants and 

toddlers at all times.

Certified Gear: Rely only on fully approved safety jackets; do 

not use cheap inflatable toys.

Early Swim Training: Enroll children in swim classes (like 

Seepferdchen certificates in Germany).



Active Crisis Protocol

How to Respond to Emergencies IMGH e.V.
Indisch-Muslimische Gemeinde 

Hamburg e.V

1. Call 112

Dial 112 (European Emergency 

Line) immediately. Do not 

attempt hazardous swimming 

rescues without safety gear.

2. Perform CPR

Once the victim is safely on land, 

check breathing. Perform 

resuscitation/cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation (CPR) instantly if 

unconscious.

3. Use the 'W's

Answer clearly: Who is calling, 

Where are you located, What 

happened, and How many are 

injured.



Family Preparedness Program

Water Safety Implementation Plan IMGH e.V.
Indisch-Muslimische Gemeinde Hamburg e.V

Step 1: Identify
Map local risks, deep canals, 

or nearby unchecked lakes 

in your Hamburg district.

Step 2: Train
Attend certified first 

aid/CPR classes and swim 

lessons with community 

support.

Step 3: Secure
Obtain professional, 

certified life jackets and set 

up locks on home garden 

ponds.

Step 4: Protect
Adopt strict vigilant 

supervision guidelines 

during all family outings.



Image Sources
https://images.ctfassets.net/zyo8jx105p7o/nflralgvgd4sv2igkbeve0ov6s/db7da2d1777cd5b8cdfd7642b434dce9/Bad-Wurzach_Oberschwaben_Wurzacher-Ried-Moorlandsch

aft__c__TMBW_Gregor-Lengler_4465.jpg?w=3840&q=96&fm=webp

Source: www.visit-bw.com

https://media.jet2.com/is/image/jet2/TFS_63_Sol_Tenerife_0325_04?wid=3840&qlt=85&dpr=off

Source: www.jet2holidays.com

https://justbluedutch.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/197167115_4775427615806816_8652218865513606737_n.jpg?w=1024

Source: justbluedutch.com

https://media.istockphoto.com/id/1825000760/photo/swimming-pool-underwater.jpg?s=612x612&w=0&k=20&c=dv0Rwh7oQmjUBmyWriv2lHLq03u_noDfr5nG8ydxJGU=

Source: www.istockphoto.com

https://www.kupi.com/kland-storage/images/1200x630/50x50//attractions/de/hamburg/falkenstein-beach/1b1a5b40-dee1-4d89-900c-39f0edbbecea.webp

Source: www.kupi.com

https://iglusoftplay.com/cdn/shop/files/Desktop_-25_fcaec3ba-3bca-4704-a938-dcb77666f6b0.webp?v=1782108965&width=2533

Source: iglusoftplay.com


